
 
 
 
 

Regulatory Tool How does it work? Examples of where it has been used Additional Resources 

Vermont  Beyond 

Reducing 
minimum lot size 
or minimum unit 
size 
requirements 

Zoning bylaws that require large (>= 2 acres per dwelling unit) 
minimum lot sizes for the developable land in the 
municipality can discourage the development of affordable 
housing. Large minimum lot sizes require developers to 
acquire more land, inflating the costs of development, which 
are passed on to residents.  Similarly, unnecessarily large 
minimum unit sizes can prohibit developers from building 
smaller, lower-cost housing units. 
 

Burlington, Colchester, Enosburg, 
Enosburg Falls, Essex, Essex 
Junction, Franklin, Grand Isle, 
Highgate, Hinesburg, Montgomery, 
Richford, Richmond, South 
Burlington, South Hero, St. Albans 
City, St. Albans Town, Swanton, 
Winooski 

King County, 
Washington; Erie 
County, New York; 
Los Angeles, 
California; Seattle, 
Washington; 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

National Association of Home Builders 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
Erie County Department of Environment 
and Planning 
Connecticut Fair Housing Center 

Zoning for multi-
family housing  

Zoning bylaws that do not permit multi-family housing limit 
developers in affordable housing options. Revising zoning 
laws to allow a wide variety of housing types can create more 
flexibility in meeting a community's changing housing needs. 
Zoning for multi-family unit housing can be accompanied by 
tax incentives encouraging the development of multi-unit 
housing. 

Bakersfield, Berkshire, Bolton, 
Burlington, Charlotte, Colchester, 
Enosberg, Enosberg Falls, Essex, 
Essex Junction, Fairfax, Fletcher, 
Franklin, Georgia, Grand Isle, 
Highgate, Hinesburg, Huntington, 
Jericho, Milton, Montgomery, 
North Hero, Richford, Richmond, 
Shelburne, Sheldon, South 
Burlington, South Hero, St. Albans 
City, St. Albans Town, St. George, 
Swanton, Underhill, Westford, 
Winooski 

State of 
Massachusetts; New 
York City; Fremont, 
California; Seattle, 
Washington 

The White House 
National Association of Home Builders 
American Planning Association 
Erie County Department of Environment 
and Planning 
 
 

Separating 
density from unit 
size  

A zoning bylaw that considers dwelling units of different sizes 
differently in terms of density. Instead of treating all dwelling 
units the same when determining maximum density, greater 
numbers of smaller units could be allowable. This may often 
be seen in low-income housing for the elderly, which may 
allow smaller unit sizes in exchange for shared community 
spaces within a development. Alternatively, zoning bylaws 
can set a housing unit as being a specific area (e.g. 1500 
square feet). Municipalities may expand zoning requirements 
to allow for micro-units or compact units in some instances.  
 

 Los Angeles, 
California; New York 
City; Portland, 
Oregon; Seattle, 
Washington 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
Housing New York 
City of Oregon Bureau of Planning 
NYU Furman Center 
 
 

Separating 
density from unit 
type  

A zoning bylaw that disconnects automatically allowing large 
multi-family buildings in higher-density districts, instead 
allowing high density but only as single or two-family homes. 
This may be seen in cottage housing developments. It may 
also overlap with cluster development practices.  

 Suffolk County, New 
York; Kirkland, 
Washington; Seattle, 
Washington; 
Cleveland, Ohio; 
Juneau; Alaska 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
Municipal Research and Services Center 
Lehigh Valley Planning Commission 

Regulatory tools for   
community housing needs  
www.housingdata.org 

https://www.nahb.org/en/research/~/media/EE94439A7D134D65BF81F7D4E67B3C11.ashx
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/casestudies/study_102011_1.html
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/casestudies/study_102011_1.html
http://www2.erie.gov/environment/sites/www2.erie.gov.environment/files/uploads/AFFORDABLE_HOUSING_ZONING_SM.pdf
http://www2.erie.gov/environment/sites/www2.erie.gov.environment/files/uploads/AFFORDABLE_HOUSING_ZONING_SM.pdf
http://www.ctfairhousing.org/wp-content/uploads/CFHC_Zoning_Guide.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/images/Housing_Development_Toolkit%20f.2.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/images/Housing_Development_Toolkit%20f.2.pdf
https://www.nahb.org/en/research/~/media/EE94439A7D134D65BF81F7D4E67B3C11.ashx
https://www.huduser.gov/Publications/pdf/zoning_MultifmlyDev.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/Publications/pdf/zoning_MultifmlyDev.pdf
http://www2.erie.gov/environment/sites/www2.erie.gov.environment/files/uploads/AFFORDABLE_HOUSING_ZONING_SM.pdf
http://www2.erie.gov/environment/sites/www2.erie.gov.environment/files/uploads/AFFORDABLE_HOUSING_ZONING_SM.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/casestudies/study_102011_1.html
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/casestudies/study_102011_1.html
http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/plans-studies/zqa/extended_project_description.pdf
http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/plans-studies/zqa/extended_project_description.pdf
http://www.portlandonline.com/shared/cfm/image.cfm?id=113416
http://www.portlandonline.com/shared/cfm/image.cfm?id=113416
http://furmancenter.org/files/NYUFurmanCenter_RespondingtoChangingHouseholds_2014_1.pdf
http://furmancenter.org/files/NYUFurmanCenter_RespondingtoChangingHouseholds_2014_1.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/casestudies/study_102011_2.html
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/casestudies/study_102011_2.html
http://mrsc.org/Home/Explore-Topics/Planning/Specific-Planning-Subjects,-Plan-Elements/Cottage-Housing.aspx
http://mrsc.org/Home/Explore-Topics/Planning/Specific-Planning-Subjects,-Plan-Elements/Cottage-Housing.aspx
http://www.lvpc.org/pdf/cottageHousingDev.pdf


Regulatory Tool How does it work? Vermont examples Examples outside VT Additional Resources 

Promoting the 
development of 
accessory 
dwelling units 
(ADUs) 

Additional living quarters on single-family lots that are 
independent of the primary dwelling unit. ADUs can offer 
more options for affordable housing, as they can be 
inexpensively constructed and do not require additional land 
for development. According to Vermont law (24 VSA §4412), 
municipalities must allow accessory dwelling units. However, 
municipalities may choose to adjust local bylaws to encourage 
the construction of ADUs. 

Brattleboro, Westford State of California; 
Fauquier County, 
Virginia; Portland, 
Oregon; Lexington, 
Massachusetts; 
Barnstable, 
Massachusetts 

The White House 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
Vermont Natural Resources Council 
Mad River Valley Housing Coalition 
Brattleboro Area Affordable Housing 
 
 

Density bonuses Municipal planning ordinances that allow developers  
to increase the maximum allowable development on a 
property in exchange for making a certain percentage of the 
housing affordable. 

Bakersfield, Berkshire, Bolton, 
Burlington, Charlotte, Colchester, 
Enosburg, Enosburg Falls, Essex, 
Essex Junction, Fairfax, Fairfield, 
Fletcher, Franklin, Georgia, Grand 
Isle, Hinesburg, Huntington, 
Jericho, Milton, Montgomery, 
North Hero, Richford, Shelburne, 
South Burlington, St. Albans City, 
St. George, Swanton, Underhill, 
Winooski, Williston, Westford 

State of California; 
Lehigh Valley Region, 
Pennsylvania; New 
York City; Madison, 
Wisconsin; Austin, 
Texas                                                   

The White House 
National Association of Home Builders 
Southern California Association of Non-
Profit Housing 
University of Wisconsin Center for Land 
Use Education 
Lehigh Valley Planning Commission 
City of Burlington Community & 
Economic Development Office 
 

Inclusionary 
zoning  

Municipal planning ordinances that require or incentivize 
developers to designate a certain percentage of housing units 
for low and moderate-income residents 

Burlington, Fairfield, Hinesburg, 
South Burlington (City Center), 
Williston 

New York City; 
Chicago, Illinois; 
Washington DC; San 
Francisco      

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
National Housing Conference 
The Urban Land Institute 
PolicyLink  
City of Burlington Community & 
Economic Development Office 

Require long-
term 
affordability 

Tools such as Inclusionary Zoning require developers to create 
housing that meets definitions of “affordable” by its rent or 
purchase price.  By requiring long-term affordability of the 
unit, municipalities can ensure that the units remain 
affordable to future residents through stewardship by a 
housing trust or other subsidy program, resale price and 
ongoing rent restrictions, reporting and/or municipal staff 
resources. 

Burlington, South Burlington State of California; 
Montgomery County, 
Maryland; 
Washington DC; New 
York City; Syracuse, 
New York 
 
 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
Lincoln Institute of Land Policy 
Joint Center for Housing Studies 
Montgomery County Department of 
Housing and Community Affairs 

Promote long-
term 
affordability of 
total costs 
associated with 
housing 

Zoning bylaws that promote long-term affordability of 
housing in conjunction with associated costs by (1) supporting 
housing in walkable areas served by existing infrastructure 
and (2) establishing energy standards. This policy may 
intersect with transit oriented-development (TOD), where 
communities attempt to develop housing with easy access to 
public transportation 

  San Jose, California; 
Arlington, Virginia; 
Redmond, 
Washington; 
Medford, Oregon; 
Austin, Texas 

National Association of Home Builders 
U.S Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
City of Medford 
City of Austin Neighborhood and 
Community Development 
Transit Oriented Development Institute 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/images/Housing_Development_Toolkit%20f.2.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/images/Housing_Development_Toolkit%20f.2.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/publications/adu.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/publications/adu.pdf
http://vnrc.org/resources/community-planning-toolbox/case-studies/accessory-apartments-montpelier/
http://vnrc.org/resources/community-planning-toolbox/case-studies/accessory-apartments-montpelier/
http://www.mrvpd.org/documents/MadRiverAccessoryApartmentBooklet_000.pdf
http://www.mrvpd.org/documents/MadRiverAccessoryApartmentBooklet_000.pdf
http://baahvt.org/our-programs/apartments-in-homes/
http://baahvt.org/our-programs/apartments-in-homes/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/images/Housing_Development_Toolkit%20f.2.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/images/Housing_Development_Toolkit%20f.2.pdf
https://www.nahb.org/en/research/~/media/EE94439A7D134D65BF81F7D4E67B3C11.ashx
http://www.scanph.org/files/Density%20Guide.pdf
http://www.scanph.org/files/Density%20Guide.pdf
ftp://ftp.wi.gov/DOA/public/comprehensiveplans/ImplementationToolkit/Documents/Density_Bonus.pdf
ftp://ftp.wi.gov/DOA/public/comprehensiveplans/ImplementationToolkit/Documents/Density_Bonus.pdf
http://www.lvpc.org/pdf/densityBonuses.pdf
http://www.lvpc.org/pdf/densityBonuses.pdf
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/CEDO/Inclusionary-Zoning
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/CEDO/Inclusionary-Zoning
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/periodicals/em/spring13/highlight3.html
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/periodicals/em/spring13/highlight3.html
http://www.nhc.org/inclusivity-research
http://www.nhc.org/inclusivity-research
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/Economics-of-Inclusionary-Zoning.pdf
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/Economics-of-Inclusionary-Zoning.pdf
http://www.policylink.org/sites/default/files/inclusionary-zoning.pdf
http://www.policylink.org/sites/default/files/inclusionary-zoning.pdf
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/CEDO/Inclusionary-Zoning
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/CEDO/Inclusionary-Zoning
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/periodicals/em/summer13/highlight1.html
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/periodicals/em/summer13/highlight1.html
http://www.lincolninst.edu/publications/working-papers/achieving-lasting-affordability-through-inclusionary-housing
http://www.lincolninst.edu/publications/working-papers/achieving-lasting-affordability-through-inclusionary-housing
http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/sites/jchs.harvard.edu/files/w08-3_mintz-roth.pdf
http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/sites/jchs.harvard.edu/files/w08-3_mintz-roth.pdf
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DHCA/housing/singlefamily/mpdu/index.html
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DHCA/housing/singlefamily/mpdu/index.html
https://www.nahb.org/en/research/~/media/EE94439A7D134D65BF81F7D4E67B3C11.ashx
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/casestudies/study_02282013_1.html
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/casestudies/study_02282013_1.html
https://www.nahb.org/~/media/Sites/NAHB/SupportingFiles/7/reg/RegulatoryBarriersReport_20131017024008.ashx?la=en
https://www.nahb.org/~/media/Sites/NAHB/SupportingFiles/7/reg/RegulatoryBarriersReport_20131017024008.ashx?la=en
https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Housing/Application_Center/SMART_Housing/smart_guide_0708.pdf
https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Housing/Application_Center/SMART_Housing/smart_guide_0708.pdf
http://www.tod.org/


Regulatory Tool How does it work? Vermont examples Examples outside VT Additional Resources 

Overlay districts Areas created to promote certain types of development. 
Municipalities create new zoning rules for the overlay district 
to encourage the intended type of development in addition to 
pre-existing zoning rules for the larger area. Many areas have 
overlay districts to protect natural resources, or historic 
neighborhoods, but they can be used to encourage affordable 
housing. 

Burlington State of 
Massachusetts; 
Washington DC; 
Nashville, Tennessee; 
Grand Forks, North 
Dakota; Corte 
Madera, California                                                                                                                               

American Planning Association 
National Association of Home Builders 
Vermont Natural Resources Council 
District of Columbia Office of Zoning 
City of Burlington Department of 
Planning and Zoning 
 

Planned unit 
development 
(PUD) 
ordinances 

Municipal regulations that allow developers exemptions from 
certain zoning requirements in exchange for developing 
properties with desirable criteria. Some municipalities include 
PUDs within overlay districts.  By allowing greater flexibility in 
the configuration of buildings on a site or allowing mixed 
usage of a site, a municipality can encourage more creative 
and efficient use of a space than is typically allowed in local 
zoning laws. It can also result in lower infrastructure costs and 
better coordination of development across an area. 
Municipalities can choose to make affordable housing a 
condition for allowing PUDs. 

Bakersfield, Berkshire, Bolton, 
Burlington, Charlotte, Colchester, 
Enosberg, Enosberg Falls, Essex, 
Essex Junction, Fairfax, Fairfield, 
Fletcher, Franklin, Georgia, Grand 
Isle, Highgate, Hinesburg, 
Huntington, Jericho, Milton, 
Montgomery, North Hero, 
Richford, Richmond, Shelburne, 
Sheldon, South Burlington, South 
Hero, St. Albans City, St. Albans 
Town, St. George, Swanton, 
Underhill, Westford, Winooski 

State of Michigan; 
Puget Sound Region, 
Washington; Bonner 
County, Idaho; 
Ellensburg, 
Washington; 
Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin; Kenosha, 
Wisconsin 

Municipal Research and Services Center 
National Association of Home Builders 
University of Wisconsin Center for Land 
Use Education 
Michigan State University Extension 
Puget Sound Regional Council 
 
 

Cluster 
developments 
(AKA 
conservation-
oriented 
development) 

Zoning methods in which development density regulations 
are determined for an entire specified area (instead of a lot-
by-lot basis). This allows the developer greater flexibility in 
designing projects but preserves the overall density in an 
area. Cluster developments allow many smaller units to be 
constructed in a designated area of a lot. This can naturally 
encourage the construction of smaller, low-cost housing 
units, but municipalities can also require affordable housing 
to be developed as a condition of approval for adjusting 
density requirements.  It also has the benefit of preserving 
open spaces and protecting natural resources. Cluster 
development is similar to PUDs, but typically limited to 
housing use. 

Bakersfield, Berkshire, Bolton, 
Burlington, Charlotte, Colchester, 
Enosberg, Enosberg Falls, Essex, 
Essex Junction, Fairfax, Fairfield, 
Fletcher, Georgia, Grand Isle, 
Highgate, Hinesburg, Huntington, 
Jericho, Milton, North Hero, 
Richford, Richmond, Shelburne, 
Sheldon, South Burlington, South 
Hero, St. Albans City, St. Albans 
Town, St. George, Swanton, 
Underhill, Westford, Williston, 
Winooski 
 

King County, 
Washington; New 
York City; Seattle, 
Washington; 
Amherst, 
Massachusetts; 
Truro, 
Massachusetts; 
Medford, Oregon                                                                                                             

National Association of Home Builders 
State of New York Office for the Aging 
Town of Truro Housing Authority 
City of Medford 

Abide by "as of 
right" 
development 
(AKA "by right" 
development) 

Allowing building proposals that fit within the specifications 
of local zoning policies to proceed "as of right", without 
additional review.  Developers still need to secure a building 
permit and fulfill customary regulatory requirements, but the 
approvals process is generally less contentious and/or time-
consuming than the process for proposals that require an 
exception from current zoning regulations. Through the 
revision of zoning policies, jurisdictions can significantly 
broaden the types of housing that are allowed as of right, 
thus simplifying and reducing the cost and time of delivering 
homes that are more likely to be available to working families. 

 State of California 
(measure ultimately 
not passed); Fairfax 
County, Virginia                                                                                  

The White House 
The Urban Land Institute 
State of California Legislative Analyst’s 
Office 
National Low Income Housing Coalition 
Fairfax County Office of Community 
Revitalization 
 
 

http://www.lvpc.org/pdf/densityBonuses.pdf
http://www.lvpc.org/pdf/densityBonuses.pdf
https://www.nahb.org/en/research/~/media/EE94439A7D134D65BF81F7D4E67B3C11.ashx
http://vnrc.org/resources/community-planning-toolbox/tools/overlay-districts/
http://vnrc.org/resources/community-planning-toolbox/tools/overlay-districts/
http://dcoz.dc.gov/info/overlay.shtm
http://dcoz.dc.gov/info/overlay.shtm
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/sites/default/files/CEDO/Files/btvmall/ZA-16-14%20for%20CDO%20Website.pdf
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/sites/default/files/CEDO/Files/btvmall/ZA-16-14%20for%20CDO%20Website.pdf
http://mrsc.org/Home/Stay-Informed/MRSC-Insight/November-2012/Planned-Unit-Developments-Real-World-Experiences.aspx
http://mrsc.org/Home/Stay-Informed/MRSC-Insight/November-2012/Planned-Unit-Developments-Real-World-Experiences.aspx
https://www.nahb.org/en/research/~/media/EE94439A7D134D65BF81F7D4E67B3C11.ashx
ftp://ftp.wi.gov/DOA/public/comprehensiveplans/ImplementationToolkit/Documents/PUD.pdf
ftp://ftp.wi.gov/DOA/public/comprehensiveplans/ImplementationToolkit/Documents/PUD.pdf
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/planned_unit_development_provides_flexibility_in_local_zoning
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/news/planned_unit_development_provides_flexibility_in_local_zoning
http://www.psrc.org/growth/housing/hip/alltools/pud/
https://www.nahb.org/en/research/~/media/EE94439A7D134D65BF81F7D4E67B3C11.ashx
http://www.aging.ny.gov/LivableNY/ResourceManual/PlanningZoningAndDevelopment/II2b.pdf
http://www.truro-ma.gov/sites/truroma/files/file/file/draftaffordablehousingplan2012.pdf
http://www.truro-ma.gov/sites/truroma/files/file/file/draftaffordablehousingplan2012.pdf
http://www.ci.medford.or.us/Files/Regulatory%20Barriers%20Report.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/images/Housing_Development_Toolkit%20f.2.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/images/Housing_Development_Toolkit%20f.2.pdf
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/BendingCostCurve-Solutions_2014_web.pdf
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/BendingCostCurve-Solutions_2014_web.pdf
http://www.lao.ca.gov/reports/2016/3470/Streamline-Local-Housing-Approvals.pdf
http://www.lao.ca.gov/reports/2016/3470/Streamline-Local-Housing-Approvals.pdf
http://nlihc.org/article/field-right-development-proposal-dies-california-legislature-governor-withholds-400-million
http://nlihc.org/article/field-right-development-proposal-dies-california-legislature-governor-withholds-400-million
http://www.fcrevit.org/programs/byright.htm
http://www.fcrevit.org/programs/byright.htm


Regulatory Tool How does it work? Vermont examples Examples outside VT Additional Resources 

Expedited 
permitting and 
review 

Streamlining the process of receiving permits for desirable 
housing projects.  Can include leveraging technology to 
facilitate the permitting process and implementing shorter 
review timelines for permit approval. 

 State of 
Massachusetts; State 
of Rhode Island; King 
County, Washington; 
San Diego, California; 
Austin, Texas 

The White House 
The Urban Land Institute 
City of San Diego Development Services 
Department 
City of Austin Development Services 
Department 
 

Reducing 
permitting costs 

Allowing permit fee reductions, waivers, or deferments for 
affordable housing projects. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Burlington, Charlotte, Hinesburg, 
Williston 

Sacramento County, 
California; Polk 
County, Florida; 
Albuquerque, New 
Mexico; Austin, 
Texas; Portland, 
Oregon 

The Urban Land Institute 
Center for Transit-Oriented Development 
Alexandria Office of Housing 
Sacramento County 
  

Reducing impact 
fees 

Reducing or waiving impact fees for affordable housing 
projects. Impact fees are important for municipalities because 
they require developers to pay their fair share of the costs of 
providing public services to the new development. However, 
impact fees can be an additional barrier to affordable housing 
projects.  
 

Burlington King County, 
Washington; 
Albuquerque, New 
Mexico; Fresno, 
California; Austin, 
Texas 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
The Urban Land Institute 
Vermont Planning Information Center 
City of Burlington Department of 
Planning and Zoning 

Reducing 
infrastructure 
costs 

Allow for reductions or waivers of typical public works 
requirements (such as widening roads, improving sidewalks, 
expanding sewer capacity, or creating recreational facilities) 
for development of desirable projects 
 
 
 

 Manatee County, 
Florida; Hillsborough 
County, Florida; 
Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania 

The Urban Land Institute 
Connecticut Fair Housing Center 
Manatee County 
U.S Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
Lancaster County Planning Commission 
 

Increasing 
residential 
parking flexibility 

Update parking standards to allow more options for 
residential development. This can include waiving parking 
requirements for mixed use properties when commercial and 
residential demand peaks at different times of day, or 
reducing parking requirements for projects near transit, near 
mixed uses, and where on-street parking is available. 
 
 

Bolton, Burlington, Charlotte, 
Swanton, Underhill 

State of California; 
New York City; 
Seattle, Washington; 
Minneapolis, 
Minnesota; Denver, 
Colorado                                              

The White House 
The Urban Land Institute 
Housing NYC 
Vermont Planning Information Center 
City of Burlington Department of 
Planning and Zoning 

Housing 
replacement/ 
retention 
requirements 
(AKA No net loss 
mandates) 

Requires housing units torn down to be replaced with a 
specified percentage of new housing units to maintain 
housing stock within a community. In some areas developers 
have the option of paying a penalty in lieu of constructing 
new housing units. This fee may be added to a housing trust 
fund.  
 
 

Burlington Arlington County, 
Virginia; San Diego, 
California; Portland, 
Oregon; St. Paul, 
Minnesota; Denver, 
Colorado 

National Association of Home Builders 
Arlington County Housing Division 
City of San Diego Office of the City Clerk 
City of Burlington Department of 
Planning and Zoning 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/images/Housing_Development_Toolkit%20f.2.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/images/Housing_Development_Toolkit%20f.2.pdf
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/BendingCostCurve-Solutions_2014_web.pdf
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/BendingCostCurve-Solutions_2014_web.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/development-services/news/archive/ah
https://www.sandiego.gov/development-services/news/archive/ah
http://austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/8-9-2016_Report_on_Expedited_Permitting_Program.pdf
http://austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/8-9-2016_Report_on_Expedited_Permitting_Program.pdf
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/BendingCostCurve-Solutions_2014_web.pdf
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/BendingCostCurve-Solutions_2014_web.pdf
http://www.mitod.org/feewaiversreductionsanddeferrals.php
http://www.mitod.org/feewaiversreductionsanddeferrals.php
https://www.alexandriava.gov/uploadedFiles/housing/info/AffordableHousingCaseStudies12302010.pdf
http://www.feedeferral.saccounty.net/Pages/AffordableHousing.aspx
http://www.feedeferral.saccounty.net/Pages/AffordableHousing.aspx
https://www.huduser.gov/periodicals/cityscpe/vol8num1/ch4.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/periodicals/cityscpe/vol8num1/ch4.pdf
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/BendingCostCurve-Solutions_2014_web.pdf
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/BendingCostCurve-Solutions_2014_web.pdf
http://vpic.info/Publications/Reports/Implementation/ImpactFees.pdf
http://vpic.info/Publications/Reports/Implementation/ImpactFees.pdf
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/PZ/Impact-Fee-Administrative-Regulations
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/PZ/Impact-Fee-Administrative-Regulations
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/BendingCostCurve-Solutions_2014_web.pdf
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/BendingCostCurve-Solutions_2014_web.pdf
http://www.ctfairhousing.org/wp-content/uploads/CFHC_Zoning_Guide.pdf
https://www.mymanatee.org/home/businesses/economic-development/affordable-workforce-housing
https://www.mymanatee.org/home/businesses/economic-development/affordable-workforce-housing
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20868703
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20868703
https://www.nahb.org/~/media/Sites/NAHB/SupportingFiles/7/reg/regbarriers5finalbinder_20131017023930.ashx?la=en
https://www.nahb.org/~/media/Sites/NAHB/SupportingFiles/7/reg/regbarriers5finalbinder_20131017023930.ashx?la=en
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/images/Housing_Development_Toolkit%20f.2.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/whitehouse.gov/files/images/Housing_Development_Toolkit%20f.2.pdf
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/BendingCostCurve-Solutions_2014_web.pdf
http://uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/BendingCostCurve-Solutions_2014_web.pdf
http://www1.nyc.gov/assets/planning/download/pdf/plans-studies/zqa/extended_project_description.pdf
http://vpic.info/Publications/Reports/Implementation/Parking.pdf
http://vpic.info/Publications/Reports/Implementation/Parking.pdf
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/sites/default/files/Agendas/SupportingDocuments/CDO_article_8%20PARKING%20REGS.pdf
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/sites/default/files/Agendas/SupportingDocuments/CDO_article_8%20PARKING%20REGS.pdf
https://www.nahb.org/en/research/~/media/EE94439A7D134D65BF81F7D4E67B3C11.ashx
https://housing.arlingtonva.us/development/land-use-zoning-tools/
https://housing.arlingtonva.us/development/land-use-zoning-tools/
http://docs.sandiego.gov/municode/MuniCodeChapter14/Ch14Art03Division08.pdf
http://docs.sandiego.gov/municode/MuniCodeChapter14/Ch14Art03Division08.pdf
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/sites/default/files/PZ/CDO/20140718%20ART09-Housing.pdf
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/sites/default/files/PZ/CDO/20140718%20ART09-Housing.pdf


Regulatory Tool How does it work? Vermont examples Examples outside VT Additional Resources 

Trust fund 
benefits to 
buyers 

Using a community's affordable housing trust fund to 
encourage young families to move in and renovate homes 
through grants, low-interest loans, or loan forgiveness over 
time. Housing trust funds can support either rental or owner-
occupied properties, and new construction or rehabilitation 
of older properties. Communities may work with state, 
regional, and county housing trust funds, or may choose to 
develop a local housing trust fund.  

Burlington, Charlotte, Montpelier  New York City; 
Washington DC; 
Seattle, Washington; 
Los Angeles, 
California; St. Louis, 
Missouri; Boulder, 
Colorado; Boston, 
Massachusetts 

National Association of Home Builders 
PolicyLink 
Center for Community Change 
Champlain Housing Trust 
Burlington Housing Trust Fund 
Montpelier Housing Trust Fund 

Rental housing 
codes 
 

Promote and enforce safe and healthy living conditions for 
rental properties. States have rental housing laws which cities 
and towns may supplement with municipal rental housing 
codes. 

Barre, Bennington, Brandon, 
Brattleboro, Burlington, Lyndon, 
Montpelier, New Haven, Richford, 
Rutland City, St. Johnsbury, 
Winooski 

New York City; 
Washington DC; 
Sacramento, 
California; Seattle, 
Washington                                                                                                                                       

Vermont Rental Housing Codes 
Vermont Planning Information Center 

"On the record" 
review 

Allows testimony from hearings before a municipality’s 
planning commission, zoning board, or development review 
board to be incorporated into appeals heard by a Vermont 
court. This prevents municipalities and plaintiffs from having 
to reproduce expert testimony at every stage of an appeal, 
potentially saving significant time and expense. Municipalities 
have the option to implement this approach into local law 
under Vermont statue 24 V.S.A. § 4471(b). 
 

Brattleboro, Chester, Colchester, 
Ludlow town, Ludlow village, 
Montgomery, Newport, Norton, 
Norwich, Randolph, Shelburne, 
Springfield, Stowe, Wells, Windsor 

 Facey Goss & McPhee, P.C. 
Vermont League of Cities and Towns 
Vermont Planning Information Center 

 

https://www.nahb.org/en/research/~/media/EE94439A7D134D65BF81F7D4E67B3C11.ashx
http://www.policylink.org/sites/default/files/housing-trust-funds_0.pdf
http://housingtrustfundproject.org/
http://housingtrustfundproject.org/
http://www.getahome.org/
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/CEDO/Housing-Trust-Fund-FYs-2005-2016
https://www.burlingtonvt.gov/CEDO/Housing-Trust-Fund-FYs-2005-2016
http://www.montpelier-vt.org/DocumentCenter/View/1547
http://www.rentalcodes.org/resources/communities-with-local-codes.php
http://www.rentalcodes.org/resources/communities-with-local-codes.php
http://vpic.info/Publications/Reports/Implementation/HousingRegulations.pdf
http://www.fgmvt.com/on-the-record-proceedings-before-municipal-panels-a-solution-in-need-of-fixing.html
http://www.fgmvt.com/on-the-record-proceedings-before-municipal-panels-a-solution-in-need-of-fixing.html
http://www.vlct.org/assets/Resource/Tech_Reports_Papers/TP_04_on_the_record_03-08.pdf
http://www.vpic.info/Publications/Reports/Bulletins/Appeals.pdf

